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SUMMARY

In February 1981 a proposed General Management Plan (GMP) and Wilder-
ness Recommendation for Cumberland Island National Seashore was
released to the public. The plan was combined with a Final Environ-
mental Impact Statement (FEIS) which evaluated the environmental con-
sequences of the proposal and its alternatives.

The noncontroversial wilderness recommendation was separated from the
management plan and forwarded to Washington, D.C. for approval by the
President and consideration by Congress. On September 8, 1982,
Congress enacted Public Law 97-250 designating approximately 8,840
acres of Cumberland Island National Seashore as wilderness and
approximately 11,718 acres as "potential wilderness.®

After analysis of the proposal and alternatives presented in the FEIS/
GMP and consideration of public comments, the National Park Service
decided to reconsider its position on several controversial issues
before approving the plan. The key issues reconsidered were:

1. A visitor ceiling of 1,460 people a day;

2. Development of campgrounds and other visitor facilities on
the isliand's south end; and

3. A transportation system to carry visitors to selected
historic sites and to campgrounds and day-use areas.

After reevaluating these proposals, a summary brochure was released to
the public in November 1981 that highlighted the revisions to the

-

February 1981 FEIS/GMP proposal.

The revisions essentially provide for a continuation of the existing
natural character of the island, free from extensive development and
intensive visitor use. The key features of the revised plan are:
1. Visitation is to remain aﬁ[ﬁggraximate?y 300 jpeople a day and
the NPS will provide an improved reservatiion system and wili
monitor the effects of visitor use.

2. Camping will be provided at the improved campground at Sea
Camp and at five primitive campgrounds. Semi-primitive camp-
ing will occur at Stafford and a small restroom provided.

The proposed campground at Little Greyfield is eliminated.
3. A day-use area with a small
be provided at Dungeness or N

stroom and picnic tables will
ghtingale Beach.
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4. Limited transportation will be provided to Plum Orchard on a
reservation basis for guided tours of the mansion. The
National Park Service will explore the possibility of trans-
porting visitors to Plum Orchard by boat or horse-drawn
carriage.

5. The mainland visitor center is to remain at St. Marys.

6. With the visitation ceiling remaining at 300 people a day,
no major modification is proposed for the island docks or
ferry boat operation. The Park Service will provide limited
docking spaces for a few private boats. Those arriving by
private boat will be included in the overall visitation
ceiling.

7. The Park Service will contract for independent studies of the
impact of feral horses on the island and will determine the
best methods of managing the herd for the protection of the
resources.

The General Management Plan provides overall management direction for
Cumberland Island for the foreseeable future {approximately 5-10
years). However, the National Park Service is comnitted to routinely
evaluating the effectiveness of its operations at Cumberland Island
and to modifying its plans as necessary. Any significant changes to
the GMP, including changes in visitation levels, will require public
involvement.

Further detail on the management concepts included in this GMP will be
provided through subsequent action planning documents and site plans
such as Resource Management Plans, Development Concept Plans,
Interpretive Plans and various site plans. These plans will be
available for inspection at Park Headquarters, St. Marys, Georgia.
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PURPOSE OF THE PARK

Cumberland Island is the southernmost and the largest of Georgia‘s
offshore islands. It lies just north of the St. Marys River, which
forms the Georgia/Florida State line. It was known to the Timucuan
Indians as Missoe, Wissoe, or Tacatacuru.

The Spanish Governor of Florida established a permanent settlement on
the island in 1562 after battles with French Huguenots made him deter-
mined to strengthen Spain’'s influence in the area. The Spaniards
named the island San Pedro, and soon Franciscan missions were estab-
1ished. English influence later weakened the Spanish position, and by
1699 Spanish missions had all but disappeared from Cumberland and
other Georgia islands.

General James Oglethorpe renamed the island the Highlands in 1736; a
short time later he renamed it Cumberland in honor of a Scottish duke
who had been kind to a young Indian in Oglethorpe's landing party.
Spanish and English settlers inhabited the island, and it also became
a refuge for debtors, c¢riminals, and a agroup known as "Gray's Gang,®
followers of a Georgia legislator who had been expelled on charges of
sedition.

Grants of Cumberland Island land were made by the English government
in the 1760s but no extensive development took place before the
American Revolution. In 1783 the Revolutionary War hero General
Nathanael Greene bought land on the island with the intention of sel-
ling live-oak timber for shipbuilding. Greene died before he could
arrange for a house on the island. His widow married their children‘s
tutor, Phineas Miller, 10 years after Greene's death; and it was
Phineas and Catherine Greene Miller who built the mansion called
Dungeness. Catherine's descendants managed the Dungeness property
until the Civil War.

Cotton and fruit became the major products of Cumberland Island.

Crops were neglected when Union forces took the island during the
Civil War. When landowners returned after the war, much of their
property was ruined. A Confederate general named Davis bought
Oungeness; later he sold it to Thomas Carnegie, brother of steel mag-
nate Andrew Carnegie, who restored the property. Carnegie descendants
were unable to maintain the property during the Great Depression.

The National Park Service rated Cumberland Island second only to Cape
Cod in importance in a 1954 study of significant Atlantic Seaboard
areas. Its outstanding natural, historical, and recreational values
prompted its establishment as Cumberland Island National Seashore on
October 23, 1972.
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The establishing legislation, Public Law 92-536, describes the purpose
of the park as "to provide for public outdoor recreation use and
enjoyment of certain significant shoreline lands and waters of the
United States, and to preserve related scenic, scientific, and
historical values....”®
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SIGNIFICANCE OF RESOURCES

Cumberland Island was designated a part of the National Park System
because it is a remarkable seashore area of beach dunes, forests and
upiands, and marsh. The outstanding beaches are enhanced by smooth,
gentle, and predictable surf. While these beaches provide excellent
opportunities for swimming, sunbathing, fishing, and beachcombing,
other natural values on the island are conducive to pursuits such as
hiking, camping, backpacking, and nature study.

In addition to these outstanding natural values, the archeology and
history of Cumberland Island warrant special attention. Shell heaps
from the Archaic period of 5,000 to 10,000 years ago mark village
sites, and sand mounds containing human burials confirm prehistoric
Indian occupation. Cumberland Island possesses historical values
dating from this early occupation down through Colonial times, the
plantation era of the mid-nineteenth century, and into the present.

RECREATION

Recreation will be a major element in the Cumberland Island program,
The combination of about 18 miles of beautiful broad, sandy beaches
and the relatively calm, clean ocean surf will undoubtedly attract
many visitors who seek opportunities for swimming, sunbathing and
beachcombing.

THE LAND

The sweeping beach lines on the east side of the island contrast
sharply with irregular outlines formed by river, creek, and sound
waters on the west. The beaches sweep gently upward from the surf,
culminating in dunes as high as 50 feet. The dunes and beaches,
mingling places of marine and terrestrial biota, present an
interesting story in ecology. Building up from wind and ‘ocean-borne
sands on the east, dunes generally produce elevations that fall
sharply toward the west. Occasionally the land may drop abruptly into
a salt marsh or fall sharply into the sound. Free-flowing streams
generally drain to the ocean and sounds from freshwater ponds and
marshes west of the dunes.

VEGETATION

Several types of forest blanket the upland parts of the lands. Live
oak up to 3 or 4 feet in diameter form the forest canopy with sebal
palm, magnolia, red cedar, loblolly and longleaf pine, holly, red bay
and a few other secondary species.
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Saw palmetto may occur in dense thickets or may be broadly spaced, as

are the understory shrubs. "Devil‘s-walking-stick® is a particularly

interesting understory species. The luxuriant vegetation 1is further

decorated by Spanish moss hanging from oak trees and by polypody fern o
on their trunks and limbs. Several species of grape, greenbrier, and

other hanging vines contribute to a jungle-like appearance in some

places, while at other locations the forest floor is open.,

Other forest types include pine/live oak associations where the pine
is dominant and the oak secondary, with a scattering of other species
previously mentioned. Stands of nearly pure loblolly pine are also
present. Many of these forests and part of the live oak stands are in
second growth on cutover lands.
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er of land birds--hawks, vulture, dove, cardinal, flicker and
frequent the forests. Almost 100 species of birds were
identified on Cumberland Island and over adjacent waters during a
period in early May.

The islands extending along Georgia's Atlantic coastiine, known as the

Golden Isles, are a portion of the vastly important Atlantic Flyway

for waterfowl. The island annually supports large duck populations.

Major species include ring-necked, scaup, mallard, gadwall, baldpate,

canvas-back, pintail, green-winged teal and shoveler. Goose

populations are erratic and without pattern. !

The salt marshes are an interesting resource; they cover an extensive

areg, particularly on the west side of the island. Salt marshes .
provide & major feeding area for important game and commercial fish W
frequenting nearby estuarine waters. Moreover, these marshlands

provide breeding and nursery habitats for various forms of wildlife

such as the clapper rail, long-billed marsh wren, sharptailed and

seaside sparrow, marsh rabbit and raccoon. Additionally, the marsh

systems are of outstanding scenic value, and the rivers, creeks, and

sounds provide premium recreation in boating and fishing. Spanish

mackerel, channel bass, snapper, pompano, flounder, bluefish and

speckled trout are among the fish taken for sport. Shellfish include

the oyster and clam.

Deer are common. The gray squirrel is occasionally seen, and raccoon
tracks are quite common. Of unusual interest among the mammals is the
Cumberland Island pocket gopher (Geomys cumberlandius, Bangs, 1898)
once found only on Cumberland IsTand. Other mammals include mink,
tter, Norway rat, and cotton mouse. The diamondback rattlesnake also
occurs here. Occasionally an alligator may be seen in some of the
waters. The armadillo has recently been found on the island.




CULTURAL RESOURCES

Prehistoric Indians occupied and used the land from the Archaic period
until European settlement. Spanish, French Huguenot, and British
explorers, freebooters and settlers all knew the area well. Prior to
the Civil War, cotton and rice were raised on plantations such as
Stafford on Cumberland Island. After the Civil War, the island became
a private retreat for prominent industrialists and businessmen. Plum
Orchard and Dungeness are mute reminders of this bygone day.

Considerable evidence remains of Indian occupation at Cumberland
Island National Seashore. Shell middens are abundant along the dunes
and edges of the island; 36 locations of prehistoric cultural remains
recently have been identified. Seventeen sites and two zones may
qualify for nomination to the National Register.

Structures date from the Greene, Stafford, and Carnegie periods, with
three large mansions and the remains of a fourth as striking evidence
of the latter. Related support complexes that housed employees and
suppiied daily needs are still standing, as are approximately 20 stone
chimneys of slave cabins. The Halfmoon Bluff area contains burial
sites of a few of the blacks who worked plantations. Here also were
houses presumably constructed by descendants of freed slaves. The
First African Baptist Church, located very near the houses, is the
second church constructed by the congregation; the original log church
was built in 1893 and the present frame structure in 1837.

The Tabby House is the only standing structure associated with the
Catherine Greene Miller period. This building, constructed about
1800, was the gardener's home. In the Carnegie period, it was
remodeled for use as a bookkeeper's office. The structure is in good
condition.

Several persons prominent in the island's long history are buried on
Cumberland IsTand. The Miller-Shaw cemetery is located near
Dungeness; Robert Stafford is buried just south of the Stafford
mansicn. Peter Bernardy, who purchased Plum Orchard Plantation in
1823, 1is buried at Plum Orchard; and many early residents of
Cumberland Island are buried at Halfmoon Bluff Cemetery. A number of
other historical features such as roads, gardens, plantings, rice
berms, and canals have been identified.



MANAGEMENT ZONING

This section discusses land classification appropriate to present
conditions. Land classifications proposed for future preservation and
use are discussed in the “Plan® section.

Most of the seashore lands, consisting of beaches, sand dunes, marshes
and uplands of ocak and pine forest or palmettos, are managed as
natural zones. Areas of Sunqeness, Stafford, Q‘u« Orchard, High
Point/Halfmoon Bluff, and many archeological sites are managed as
historic zones. aeve lopment zones exist at Sea Camp and Little
Greyfield, and Little Cumberland Island is recognized as a special use
zone. Private lands on the island could fall into all four categories
of land classification.

Q

Management in the natural zone is directed toward preservation of
important plant communities and wildlife haa tat, and it is intended
that waterfowl and loggerhead turtle nesting areas be protected. A
current primary effort to accomplish this purpose is the trapping and
removal of feral hogs.

HISTORIC ZONES

The historic structures at Dungeness, one of which dates to about
1800, are managed as a historic zone. These historic resources
consist of some 19 preservable frame and/or stucco buildings that are
receiving either preservation or adaptive restoration treatment. Four
of the structures house a Youth Conservation Corps camp for 8 weeks
each summer. The historic carriage house is used as a park
maintenance shop.

Preservable ruins (primarily foundations) in the Dungeness complex
area will receive preservation treatment. Nonpreservable ruins are
the frame portions of structures whose foundations will be preserved.
Documentation of most of the Dungeness structures is being
accomplished by the Denver Service Center, National Park Service.

The grounds surrounding these structures are mowed tc maintain their
bwstorzn character,

At Plum Orchard a 35-room, two-story mansion and a carriage house are
under Park Service jurisdiction. The support structures--thres
two-story houses, garages and storage sheds, are held in reserved
estates. The grounds are mowed io maintain their historic character.

oric structures at Stafford--z large mansion with

-5»
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buildings and ap; 1

11 of the hist
t oximately 17 stone chimneys of slave

associated out

cabins--are held in reserved estate. A portion of the plantation
fields is mowed to maintain the histeric scene.
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To the north of Plum Orchard and near the junction of Main Road and
Kings Bottom Road are the ruins of 18 stone chimneys. of the Rayfield
Plantation slave cabins.

At Halfmoon Bluff, the First African Baptist Church has been acquired
by the National Park Service and will be managed as a historic
structure. Most of the lots that compose the black settlement near the
church have been acquired. These will be managed as part of a historic
zone,

Management strategy for these historic zones is the preservation of all
structures that are in a preservable condition and documentation of
nonpreservable structures with preservation of those features {stone
foundations) that are preservable.

Restoration work has been done on a number of structures at Dungeness,
and they are now in better condition than when received by the Park
Service. A favorable opinion has been obtained from the Regional
Solicitor's Office as to Park Service authority to carry out
preservation treatment on historic structures situated on reserved
estates.

The National Park Service is in the process of nominating all of these
structures to the National Register of Historic Places. An assessment
of archeological and historic resources has been completed by the
Southeast Archeological Center and a historic resource study is
available in final form.

DEVELOPMENT ZONES

A development zone devoted primarily to visitor services exists at Sea
Camp. It includes a visitor center with exhibit room and tobby,
offices for rangers and interpreters, a 16-site campground, a
bathhouse, an over-the-dune boardwalk, and necessary support utilities.
These facilities were purchased from the Cumberland Island Holding
Company. Management strategy is directed toward reservation camping to
preserve natural features. The total number of campers is limited to
60, with no more than 6 per site.

Another development zone exists at L

ittle Greyfield, once a
subdivision, where six houses are pro

ttl
vided for employees.

WILDERNESS SUBZONE

Public Law 97-250 (September 8, 1982) designated 8,840 acres on
Cumberland IsTand as wilderness and another 11,718 acres as potential
wilderness when all existing reserved rights and uses have expired (see
copy of Public Law 97-250 in Appendix).



The wilderness area includes most of the island north of Stafford, with
the exception of uplands on Little Cumberland Island and large tidal
creeks. The lands will be managed to protect wilderness values.

Qualified lands not now under Federal ownership are classified in the
potential wilderness subzone. These lands include private property
and State-owned intertidal areas. An area at the north end of the
island in Federal ownership is also designated potential wilderness due
to the extent of retained rights. Wilderness designation of any of
these lands will occur upon publication by the Secretary of the
Interior of a notice in the Federal Register that all uses prohibited
by the Wilderness Act have ceased, or, in the case of State-owned
lTands, that title has been transferred to the National Park Service.

OTHER CLASSIFICATIONS

Little Cumberland Island is recognized as a special use zone, where
property owners have entered into an agreement with the National Park
Service (Appendix A). A1l the uplands of Little Cumberland Island are
privately owned and not open to the general public. There are now
about 1200 lots with approximately 25 homes on the island.

A number of archeological sites, primarily on the sound side of
Cumberland Island, lie in the natural and historical zones. After the
sites were assessed, 17 of them and 2 zones were recommended for
nomination to the National Register.

10



INFLUENCES ON MANAGEMENT

LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE CONSTRAINTS

Public Law 92-536 of the 92nd Congress, S. 2411 {October 23, 1972)
provides for the administration, protection, and development of the
seashore in accordance with the provisions of the act that established
the National Park Service in 1916, as amended and supplemented. Any
other statutory authority for the conservation and management of
natural and cultural resources may be utilized to further the purpose
of the act. Cumberland Island National Seashore is a recreational area
operated under the management policies of the National Park Service.
Management constraints included in the establishing legislation are as
follows:

Cumberland Island National Seashore is limited in extent to
40,500 acres; and is limited to $28,500,000 for acquisition of or
interest in lands and $27,840,000 for development.

Owners of any improved residential property (construction of which
commenced prior to February 1, 1970) may retain the right of use
and occupancy of the dwelling and a reasonable amount of land
associated with it for noncommercial purposes for a period of 25
years or for a term ending at the death of the owner or the
owner's spouse, provided the lands and improvements are not
required for administrative or visitor use.

When acquiring lands from the National Park Foundation and its
successors and assigns, the Park Service must recognize the
written terms and conditions of previous transactions. Retained
rights to lands, features, developments, and facilities inhibit
use and management of many historical and natural features within
the legislative boundaries of the seashore.

Private, State, and other Federal agency lands lie within the
legislative boundaries of the seashore. The Georgia Department of
Natural Resources has jurisdiction over the tidal beaches and
marshlands; the Corps of Engineers retains spoil areas near the
south end of the island and Drum Point Island. The Department of
the Navy retains title to this island and has easement rights on
four marsh islands east and north of Drum Point. There is a
Cooperative Agreement between the National Park Service and the
Georgia Forestry Commission concerning fire management and close
cooperation in the enforcement of other requlations on Cumberland
Island. The legislation calls for mutua) agreement between the
Park Service and the Corps on plans relating to water resource
developments.



The National Park Service has proprietary jurisdiction on
Cumberland Island.

Hunting, fishing, and trapping will be permitted by the Park
Service on lands and waters under its jurisdiction, in accordance
with the appropriate laws of Georgia and the United States. Sport
fishing could conflict with commercial fishing; hunting could
Timit other recreational use during its seasons.

No causeway may be built to the island. Except for certain
portions of the national seashore deemed adaptable to recreation
use, it will be preserved in a primitive state.

Little Cumberland Island will be maintained as a natural and
scenic preserve by voluntary private action under a November 1975
agreement between the Little Cumberland Island Homeowner
Association and the National Park Service.

REGIONAL INFLUENCES
Transportation

The closest major highway is Interstate 95. It is a major freeway of
the interstate system that connects the Canadian province of New
Brunswick with the southern coast of Florida. Passing through the
major population centers of the Eastern Seaboard, I-95 connects cities
up and down the coast with major east-west thoroughfares at Boston,
Philadelphia, Richmond, and Jacksonville.

The present tour boat system can transport 300 people a day to
Cumberland Island.

Jacksonville International Airport is a 30-minute drive via 1-95 from
St. Marys, the mainland headquarters for the seashore. The area is
served by Delta, Eastern, National, Republic Airlines and Air Florida.

The Intracoastal Waterway runs down the Cumberland River and Cumberland
Sound as a storm-protected shallow-draft boat channel from Norfolk,
Virginia, to Key West, Florida. Pleasure craft and chartered boats use
this waterway extensively.

Potential Intrusions

There are few visual and aerial intrusions on the serenity of
Cumberland Island. Air pollution from the mill in St. Marys, Georgia,
and Fernandina Beach, Florida, can be excessive on occasion, although
there is no evidence at present of negative impacts from airborne
pollutants on island vegetation.

foud
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Economic Influences

Brunswick Paper Company and Gilman Paper Company manage much of the
mainland area adjacent to Cumberland Island as tree farms to supply
their mills with pulpwood.

The United States Navy now operates Kings Bay, just north of St. Marys,
Georgia, as the new refit site for fleet ballistic missile submarines.
The development of this facility is expected to significantly affect
the economic and social conditions of the immediate area and the
region.

Other Recreation Areas

Beaches to the north and south of Cumberland Island have been heavily

developed, and only a few short sections remain relatively untouched.

To the south in Florida are Amelia Island Resort and Fernandina Beach;
to the north, Jekyll Island and St. Simons Island, Georgia.

Fort Clinch, a Florida State park, is located on Amelia Island across
Cumberland Sound from the southern tip of Cumberland Island. Crooked
River, a Georgia State park, is on the mainland opposite Cumberland
Island, and Fort Frederica National Monument is on St. Simons Island to
the north.

There are a number of national wildlife refuges on the islands to the
north, as well as several coastal research centers. Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge is 50 miles west on the mainland. Visitation
to these areas is increasing, but their potential has not been fully
reached. There will be no overflow in the foreseeable future from
these areas to Cumberland Island. Instead, Cumberland Island is
developing its own use with visitors who are looking for the type of
experience the island offers.

WITHIN-PARK INFLUENCES
Privately Owned Land

At the present time, retained rights and private inholdings are the
greatest within-park influences on park management. The statutory
ceiling for land acquisition has been increased to complete the
acquisition program. The following is an acreage breakdown by
ownership:

OWNERSHIP ACRES
Federal
National Park Service 18,018.01
US Navy 139.00
US Army Corps of Engineers 517.92



State

Submerged Lands 10,723.41
Marshlands 3,096.33
13,819.74
Private
Little Cumberland Island 2,109.30
Cumberland Island 1,805.31
1/3 Interest in Marshland 96.08
4,010.869
TOTAL 36,506.36

Dredging Operations

The Corps of Engineers maintains the Intracoastal Waterway. As a
result of its dredging operations, the Corps retains two spoil areas
within the legislative boundaries of the national seashore. One is
near the island's south end, where a considerable amount of marshland
has been filled over the years. The other area is Drum Point Island in
the Cumberland River. The Corps has stated that "no dredged material
is proposed to be placed within the boundaries of the seashore.® This
includes Drum Point Island.

No operation within the legislative boundary of the park can be carried
out by the Corps without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior.
Therefore, there are adequate ways to prevent actions by the Corps that
would have a possible negative impact on the island resources.

Demand for Access

Visitation to Cumberland Island National Seashore now is about 35,000
to 40,000 per year. A National Park Service tour boat, capacity 149
persons, operates between St. Marys and Sea Camp on Cumberland Island
twice a day, 5 days a week with the schedule extended to 7 days a week
during the summer. Visitor demands for access to the island,
particularly among campers and backpackers, at times are exceeding the
capabilities of the present tour boat operation and the existing island
facilities.

Vegetation Damage

The Greyfield Land Corporation has grazed livestock on the island over
the years. More than 600 acres of the corporation's land is fenced,
with most of the cattle now confined to this pasture. Past grazing
activity has had an effect on the island’'s natural resources.

Feral animals still roam the island. A cooperative effort between the
National Park Service and the Greyfield Land Corporation resulted in
the removal of 1,300 feral hogs from the island between 1977 and 1979.



Several hundred hogs still run free, and they are highly destructive to
vegetation. The hog removal program continues. Approximately 250
feral horses graze the marsh grasses and dune-stabilizing vegetation.
Research plots have been established to determine the extent of their
effect on vegetation.

The effect of visitor recreation on park vegetation appears to be
negligible, but close watch is being kept to ensure maintenance of park
resources.

Isolation

The island is approximately 6.5 miles by boat from St. Marys. All
activity on the island must be supported by boat. All sanitation
supplies, gasoline for vehicles, and materials and supplies for
operations such as maintenance of historic structures and removal of
feral animals must be carried to the island by National Park Service
boats. In addition, the majority of the maintenance work force lives
on the mainland. Round-trip transportation for these employees
averages 1 hour per day; therefore, productive on-island time for each
maintenance force worker averages 7 hours per day. These factors must
be taken into consideration in budgeting and personnel allocations.

Climate
The coastal climate with its salt water and salt-laden air is highly

corrosive to metals. This climatic condition has a very negative
impact on vehicles, boats, and metal roofing.



MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

NATURAL AND RECREATIONAL RESQURCES

To protect and enhance the natural and recreational values of the park
by encouraging environmentally compatible park activities and by
providing an adequate mainland base to permit achievement of the
park's purpose.

To manage the seashore, to the extent possible, in ways that enhance
the natural geological processes of the barrier island system and
mitigate human impacts on these processes. The following practices
will help in the achievement of this objective:

To 1imit shoreline and dune stabilization to areas subject to
damage or loss occasioned by human use and to allow natural
movement of sand beaches and dunes.

To perpetuate the marsh and freshwater pond environments and
forested areas in ways that promote natural ecological succession
and minimize the adverse impacts of man's activities.

To manage wildlife in a manner that restores and enhances the
natural ecosystem of the island environment. This is to be
accomplished by the following practices.

To the greatest extent possible, remove feral hogs from the
seashore lands.

To preserve or reintroduce rare and endangered species to the
island.

To assure the preservation of dune areas that serve as nesting
habitat for wildlife such as birds and loggerhead turtles.

To ensure that hunting, fishing, and trapping activities are
compatible with the wildlife management program.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

To identify and evaluate Cumberland Island's cultural resources
including historic structures, archeological sites, and other remains
and to preserve and make available as appropriate those determined to
be significant and worthy of preservation.



ACCESS AND CIRCULATION

To provide for visitors' safe and reasonable access to the seashore
from the mainland and to facilitate circulation on the island in a way
that minimizes damage to the dunes, beaches, wetlands, and other
environments.

INTERPRETATION

To foster appreciation and understanding of the seashore's ecological
communities, the geological processes that shape the island system,
the historical and cultural resources of the island, and the
relationship between man’s activities and the island communities and
processes.

SAFETY

To promote visitor safety in their use of the small island resources
and to increase their awareness of the hazards associated with
swimming, hunting, fishing, and other activities in the park.

DEVELOPMENT

To ensure the establishment of developments and services necessary to
acquaint the seashore visitor with the resources, facilities, and
services on the island and the various recreational resources of the
region; to Jocate necessary interpretive, protection, and visitor use
developments in areas of low resource value and fo concentrate
administrative developments on the mainland; to utilize design
technigues and architectural styles that are compatible with the
seashore environment; and to provide quarters for permanent and
seasonal employees at locations considered essential for management
and onsite protection purposes.

COOPERATION

To cooperate with the Corps of Engineers on plans relating to water
resource development, Intracoastal Waterway management, and
navigational dredging activities in the vicinity of Cumberland Island
National Seashore. ‘
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